
ANOTHER LATE CHRISTMAS LETTER! 

 Here we go again—late as usu-
al but hopefully marginally en-
tertaining to our readers.  Sorry 
for the small print, but we have 
lots of satire to share with you.     

 Overall, the Baerst family has 
had a wonderful 2010 focused 
on family, new adventures, and 
travel.  Our saddest moment 
occurred in late June when Ste-
ve‟s mother, Charlotte, passed 
due to health issues.  While we 
were saddened by the loss and 

will miss her dearly, we are all 
inspired by her full life and by the 
legacy she left behind.  Please see 
page 2 for a tribute to Charlotte.   

As always, we extend an invita-
tion to all of our friends and fami-
ly to visit us in Florida.  Our con-
tact information is on page 2 or 
you can reach Tandy on Face-
book.  Just make sure to leave a 
message as we screen all our calls. 

Happy New Year!   

With Erin off to college, Steve 

regularly traveling for work, and 

Nina, Max, and Kadence living in 

Texas, Tandy was ready to end her 

self-imposed work hiatus and cut 

back on her frequent tennis, travel, 

girls lunches, and volunteer activi-

ties. Fortunately for her, Tandy 

found an excellent local job as a 

Business Liaison with Brevard 

Workforce, whose mission is to 

ease the transition for the space 

shuttle workers who will be dis-

placed when that program comes 

to an end in the next year or so.  

Rumor has it that Tandy‟s real 

purpose is to have access to job 

sites in order to find Steve a local 

job so the couple won‟t ever have 

to move, but she strongly denies 

this allegation.   

Although busy with work, Tandy 

still makes time to be the recording 

secretary for a local charity organi-

zation, Sally‟s Friends, and the 

race director for their annual 5K 

run.  On top of that, she volunteers 

as a church employment spe-

cialist and  plays on two league 

tennis teams.  Even with all 

that on her plate, Tandy still 

finds time to Skype at least 

three times a day with her 

daughter Nina to make sure 

she hasn‟t missed any new 

achievement regarding grand-

daughter Kadence.   

Erin Now Bleeding Orange and Blue 
Erin couldn‟t wait to get away 
from her ridiculously annoying 
father so she worked very hard 
in high school, earned excellent 
grades, did her volunteer work 
and was rewarded by being 
selected for the class of 2014 at 
the University of Florida (UF) 
in Gainesville.  This allowed 
her to realize her dream of 
getting 150 miles away from 
her oppressive parents even 
though it meant moving into 
an old, small, musty dorm 
room with a communal bath-
room (not coed, thank you). 

Erin graduated with honors as 
a member of the Viera High 
School Class of 2010 and then 
entered the freshman class at 
UF in August.  She has been 
enjoying life as a Gator attend-
ing football games at the 
Swamp, cheering on the men‟s 
basketball team, sleeping late, 
adoring her iPhone, and there 
are also unconfirmed reports 
that she is attending her aca-
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Despite warnings from Erin 

of their imminent failure 

upon her departure to col-

lege, Steve and Tandy have 

managed to survive in the 

months since Erin left to 

begin school at the Universi-

ty of Florida.   Through sheer 

willpower and regular Skype 

sessions with Erin, they 

managed to keep it together 

until Erin returned home to 

refocus her parents while on 

her winter school break.   

In order to try to console 

themselves, Steve and Tandy 

forced themselves to travel to 

Hawaii, Colorado, Texas; 

play on several tennis teams; 

take on several long overdue 

home projects; and work full 

time (well, sort of for Steve). 

The couple can be seen above 

trying to cope with the reali-

ty of being “empty-nesters”.  

Feel free to get in touch with 

Tandy and Steve as they 

would welcome any diver-

sions to get them through 

this tough transition period.  

Join the cause and help  

them find a new purpose! 

Erin to College—Parents Survive 

TANDY BACK TO FULL TIME WORK 
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demic classes (yeah Erin!).  She 
is currently a biology major but 
says that may change.  She was 
looking into a career as a sleep 
study participant but found 
that the competition was too 
tough for that job.   

Despite her desire to get away 
from home, she still returns on 
a regular basis to let her mom 
do her laundry, get caught up 
on episodes of Glee, pester her 
Dad and to spend time with the 
newest member of the group, 
Nala, the family cat.   



Tandy Keeps Southwest 

 Airlines Profitable 
Due to the herculean efforts of a single 

customer, Southwest Airlines (SWA) 

was able to announce another year of 

unprecedented profits despite the weak 

economy.  SWA recently recognized Tan-

dy Baerst for her continual efforts to 

arrange trips to and from San Antonio, 

TX to visit, or be visited by, her daugh-

ter, son-in-law, and, not surprisingly, 

her granddaughter Kadence.  Tandy’s 

efforts were so impressive that SWA is 

consulting with her on their new sched-

uling system to ensure it can keep up 

with the demands of super-customers 

like Tandy.   Tandy vows to do her best 

to keep SWA profitable in 2011 and 

hopes that if she keeps buying tickets 

maybe they’ll have to hire more pilots 

(get your resume ready Steve).   

Baerst Family Contact Info 

635 Woodbrook Way 

Melbourne, FL  32940 

HP:  321-253-4190 

Cell (Steve): 321-806-9127 

Cell (Tandy):  321-266-0097 

Family email:  baerst@bellsouth.net 

Steve email: steve@baerst.com 

Max, Nina and Kadence have settled into 
their new home at Lackland AFB in San 
Antonio but are hoping to claim dual Texas/
Florida state residency due to the numerous 
trips to Florida arranged by Tandy Baerst. 

Max and Nina also celebrated a significant 
milestone this year when they renewed their 
wedding vows and were then „sealed‟ as a 
family in the San Antonio LDS temple.   

Max had a great Air Force year being pro-
moted to Airman First Class, completing his 
specialty job training, and obtaining credit 
for several college level courses. 

In addition to raising the Child of the Dec-

ade, Nina is a children‟s chorister at church 

and the home technical guru who‟s primary 

job is to make sure Skype is working! 

The Baerst family once again helped organ-
ize the annual Suntree Turkey Trot and the 
2010 event shattered the previous participa-
tion record.  With beautiful weather and a 
host of volunteers, 715  runners and walkers 
took to the streets on Thanksgiving morn-
ing to raise funds for the Brent R. Gooch 
Fund of the Juvenile Diabetes Research 
Foundation (JDRF). More information can 
be found at Suntree Turkeytrot website.  

www.suntreeturkeytrot.org.   

SUNTREE TURKEYTOT  

On a significantly more serious note, Ste-

ve‟s mother passed this year due to compli-

cations from health issues she had been 

battling for the last couple of years.  While 

this is a tremendous loss for her family and 

friends, Charlotte would want us to cele-

brate her life and as she would say herself, 

“press on”.  Charlotte lived a very full life 

with a particular passion for education, 

travel, and family.  She lived in Europe and 

the Middle East in her post college years, 

spoke at least four languages, raised two 

boys, started golfing when she was 60, trav-

elled the world into her 80‟s, and continued 

her education until the day she left us.  

Even in the hospital in her final days, she 

clung to her notepad and dutifully wrote 

down as much information as she could 

when the doctors and nurses were explain-

ing what was happening.  She was especial-

ly wonderful to her four granddaughters as 

she spent time reading to them, answering 

all of their questions, taking walks, watch-

ing them play in the pool, and escorting 

them to all sorts of museums and zoos .   

Charlotte, we will miss you very much but 

you taught us that we should never stop 

learning, challenging ourselves, or embark-

ing on new adventures.   

Charlotte‟s full obituary can be found at:  

 www.oconnormortuary.com 
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IN MEMORIUM  
CHARLOTTE Y. BAERST 

(1926-2010) 

Charlotte with granddaughters 

Christina and Erin in 2007 

Following last year‟s baby of the year hon-
ors and despite only being born in 2009, 
Kadence A. Rasmussen was decreed as 
“Child of the Decade—2001-2010” by the 
lame duck session of the U.S. Congress.  
The Senate had threatened a filibuster but 
massive street protests ensued.  A similar 
UN resolution is expected to pass early in 
2011 with only a token political protest 
anticipated from the North Koreans.   

In a related story, the Baerst family vehe-
mently denies making illegal contributions 
to all Senators and Congressmen prior to 
the vote and is referring all questions to 
their lawyer, Mr. Ima Shyster, Esquire.  

 Kadence‟s incredible accomplishments 
include learning how to walk and run (only 
falling occasionally), saying “please” to get 
anything she wants, speaking lots of gibber-
ish, throwing tantrums, pretending to be 
interested in toilet training to get treats, and 
best of all, just 
being adorable.   

Commenting on 
their child‟s in-
credible accom-
plishments, Nina 
and Max had 
this to say, “the 
awards are great, 
but could she 
just hurry up 
with the potty 
training?” 

KADENCE IS CHILD 

OF THE DECADE! 

Kadence Rasmussen 

Rasmussens Thrive 

Steve Delivers Jet Fuel 
Steve has continued his job as an over-

paid gas station attendant / refueling 

pilot for Omega Air.  This year he had 

the opportunity to travel to Guam and 

Hawaii to help pay for Tandy’s trips to 

Texas.  In addition to working, he was 

able to do some Scuba diving in Guam 

and Tandy joined him in Hawaii for 

some sightseeing, hiking and beach 

time.  When not traveling for his job, 

Steve can be found on the tennis court 

or attempting endless home projects. 


